Lathyrism is one of the major health problems in Bihar. The total disability from it imposes a heavy drain on the agricultural man-power of the country which certainly interferes with much-needed food production and results in loss of wealth to the country. It Rudra and Bhattacharya (1946) , Shah (1939) , Stockman (1934) , Stockman and Johnston (1933) , Stott (1930) , Traland and Moharram (1932) and Young. (1927) 
Suggestions
The best treatment that we can recommend from our present knowledge is an all-round improvement in diet rather than medication. We appreciate that this is rather a tall order and extremely difficult of realization in the present economic state and food supply position of the country. Jacoby (1946), we think, was first in introducing prostigmin in the treatment of lathyrism.
With a generous gift from the manufacturers, the Roche firm, one of us (M. N. R.) with H. C. Ghosh had the opportunity of testing the efficacy of this drug in lathyrism. We must confess that in our experience prostigmin does not promise to be a remedy for lathyrism. There have been some improvements in some cases, no doubt, and in our opinion it can be used for relieving some of the signs and symptoms. The biochemistry of lathyrism is now being investigated in the laboratory of one of us (M. N. R.).
We must also emphasize the role that the plant geneticist has to play in this connection.
An alternative crop must be evolved which will be as hardy and cheap as khesari and still have a nutritive value equal to that of the best of our pulses.
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